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Abstract 
in Norway in 1993, new orders came in force regarding how to inform about the daily salmon 
catches. The new catch reporting orders included that catches should be reported daily, and 
divided in three size groups ( <3kg, 3-7kg, >7 kg) in numbers and weights. Catch reports should 
also inform if salmon were caught in bag net or bend net. Salmon in the weight group <3kg 
corresponds salmon in the age of one seawinter, 3-7kg corresponds salmon in the age of two 
seawinter and also most of previous spawning salmon age groups, >7 kg corresponds salmon in 
the age of 3-5 seawinter salmon.  
 
Graphs for each municipality are showing weekly catches from bag net and bend net fishery 
combined. Nowadays, salmon fishing restrictions are differing between geographical areas and 
in one municipality there can be areal fishing restrictions, like in Sør-Varanger municipality. 
Weekly numbers of salmon in the catches show how much the catches have declined after the 
new fishing restrictions were implemented, especially when comparing catches in 1990’s with 
the catches in 2010’s. 
 
Weekly salmon catches in all the municipalities are showing that the size distributions in 
salmon catches are changing slowly from the beginning to the end of fishing season. Largest 
salmon have been making the majority early in the fishing season in the cathes and their 
proportion has slowly declined and compensated by medium size salmon and finally by small 
size salmon. The cutting of salmon fishing season early in the summer has affected in some 
municipalities into the smaller amounts of large salmon in the catches in the latest years. 
 
Key words: 
Catch distributions, Finnmark, Atlantic salmon, Salmo salar, size dependent timing, bag net, 
bend net 
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1. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Loppa and Hasvik municipalities, for three size 
groups of salmon  

 

 
Figure 1. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Loppa and Hasvik 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon.  

 

 
Figure 2. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Loppa and Hasvik 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon.  
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Figure 3. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Loppa municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 

 

 
Figure 4. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Loppa municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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Figure 5. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in   Hasvik municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 
Figure 6. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Hasvik municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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2. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Alta municipality, for three size groups of salmon  

 

 
Figure 7. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Alta municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 

 

 
Figure 8. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Alta municipality, for three 
size groups of salmon. 

 

 

1993

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

1994

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100

200

300

400

1995

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

N
um

be
r o

f s
al

m
on

0
100
200
300
400
500
600

1997

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

1998

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600

1999

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600

2000

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000
1200
1400

2001

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600
700

2002

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

2003

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

2004

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600
700

2005

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

500

1000

1500

2000

2006

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

500

1000

1500

2007

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

2008

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000
1200

2009

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600

2010

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

2011

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200
400
600
800

1000

2012

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600
700

2013

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

50
100
150
200
250
300
350

2014

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600

2015

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200

400

600

800

2016

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600

2017

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600
700

2018

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200

400

600

800

2019

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500

<3 kg
3-7 kg
>7 kg

2020

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

200

400

600

800

2021

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

100
200
300
400
500
600

1993

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

1994

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

1995

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

0

25

50

75

100

1997

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

1998

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

1999

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2000

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2001

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2002

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2003

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2004

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2005

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2006

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2007

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2008

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2009

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2010

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2011

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2012

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2013

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2014

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2015

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2016

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2017

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2018

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2019

Week

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

<3 kg
3-7 kg
>7 kg

2020

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100

2021

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
0

25

50

75

100



8 
 

3. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Kvalsund municipality, for three size groups of 
salmon  

 
Figure 9.  Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Kvalsund municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon.  

 

 

Figure 10. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Kvalsund municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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4. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Hammerfest municipality for three size groups of 
salmon  

 
Figure 11. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Hammerfest 
municipality, for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 12. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Hammerfest municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 
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5. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Måsøy and Nordkapp municipalities, for three 
size groups of salmon  

 

 
Figure 13. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Måsøy and Nordkapp 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 14. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Måsøy and Nordkapp 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 
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6. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Måsøy municipality for three size groups of 
salmon  

 

 
Figure 15. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Måsøy municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 16. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Måsøy municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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7. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Nordkapp municipality, for three size groups of 
salmon  

 

 
Figure 17. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Nordkapp municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 18. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Nordkapp municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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8. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Porsanger municipality, for three size groups of 
salmon  

 

 
Figure 19. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Porsanger municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 20. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Porsanger municipality, 
three size groups of salmon. 
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9. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and 
bend net fishery in Lebesby municipality, for three size groups of 
salmon  

 

 
Figure 21. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Lebesby municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 22. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Lebesby municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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10. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Tana, Gamvik and Berlevåg municipalities, for 
three size groups of salmon  

 

 
Figure 23. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Tana, Gamvik and 
Berlevåg municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 24. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Tana, Gamvik and 
Berlevåg municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 
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11. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Gamvik municipality, for three size groups of 
salmon  

 
Figure 25. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Gamvik municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 
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Figure 26. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Gamvik municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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12. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Tana municipality, for three size groups of 
salmon  

 

 
Figure 27. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Tana municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 28. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Tana municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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13. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Berlevåg municipality, for three size groups 
of salmon  

 

Figure 29. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Berlevåg municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 

  

Figure 30. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Berlevåg municipality, for 
three size groups of salmon. 
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14. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Vadsø and Nesseby municipalities, for three 
size groups of salmon  

 

 
Figure 31. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Vadsø and Nesseby 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 32. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Vadsø and Nesseby 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 
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15. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Sør-Varanger, Nesseby and Vadsø 
municipalities, for three size groups of salmon  

 

 
Figure 33. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Sør-Varanger, Nesseby 
and Vadsø municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 34. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Sør-Varanger, Nesseby 
and Vadsø municipalities, for three size groups of salmon. 
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16. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net 
and bend net fishery in Sør-Varanger municipality for three size 
groups of salmon  

 

  
Figure 35. Annual and weekly catches in numbers for combined bag net and bend net fishery in Sør-Varanger 
municipality, for three size groups of salmon. 

 

 

Figure 36. Annual and weekly distributions (%) in combined bag net and bend net fishery in Sør-Varanger municipality, 
for three size groups of salmon. 
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